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ID  95784 
 
DATE: August 31, 2022 
 
TO: Board of Acquisition & Contract 
 
FROM: Kathleen M. O’Connor 
  Commissioner, Department of Parks, Recreation and Conservation 
 
RE: Resolution determining that there will be no significant impact on the environment 

in connection with the Management Agreement with Benjamin Restaurant Group, 
LLC, for the rehabilitation, management and operation of an existing restaurant 
building located at Woodlands Lake, formerly known as “The Cantina Restaurant,” 
in V.E. Macy Park, Irvington, as a modern American grill restaurant, including the 
installation of gravel for a new parking area adjacent to Woodland Lake, north of 
the Great Hunger Memorial. 

             ____________________________________________________________ 
 

There is currently pending before your Honorable Board a resolution to authorize the 
County, acting by and through the Department of Parks, Recreation and Conservation (the 
“Department”), to enter into a management agreement (“Agreement” or “Management 
Agreement”) with Benjamin Restaurant Group, LLC  (“BRG” or “Manager”), for the 
rehabilitation, management and operation of a County owned restaurant building (“Restaurant 
Building”), formerly known as “The Cantina Restaurant,” located at Woodlands Lake, in V.E. 
Macy Park, Irvington, adjacent to the Saw Mill River Parkway, as a modern American grill 
restaurant, for a ten-year term, which term may be extended for an additional ten-year term, upon 
mutual agreement. 

 
Some of the rehabilitation work includes, amongst other things, the complete renovation 

of the Restaurant Building and the purchase and installation of gravel for a new parking area at a 
newly designated area on County property adjacent to Woodland Lake, north of the Great Hunger 
Memorial. 

 
With the assistance of the Planning Department, it was determined that the renovations and 

improvements in connection with the Management Agreement, would constitute an Unlisted 
Action under the State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”) and its implementing 
regulations 6 NYCRR Part 617, requiring an assessment of potential environmental impacts prior 
to any action by this Board to authorize the Management Agreement.   
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To assist this Board in complying with the requirements of SEQRA, transmitted herewith 
is a Short Environmental Assessment Form (“EAF”) prepared by the Department of Planning. 
Your Honorable Board should carefully consider the proposed rehabilitation work in connection 
with the proposed Management Agreement and review the attached EAF and the criteria contained 
in Section 617.7 of 6 NYCRR Part 617 to identify the relevant areas of environmental concern. 
 

Once you have thoroughly analyzed the relevant areas of concern, you must determine if 
the proposed action may have a significant impact on the environment.  For the reasons set forth 
in the attached EAF, the Planning Department analysis concludes that the proposed action will not 
have any significant adverse impact on the environment. The EAF and a resolution in support of 
this determination of significance are submitted for your review and consideration. Your 
Honorable Board may utilize the professional advice and assistance of the Planning Department 
in making your required determination under the applicable SEQRA regulations. 
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RESOLUTION 

 
 Upon a communication from the Commissioner of Parks, Recreation and Conservation,  
 

WHEREAS, there is pending before this Board a Resolution to authorize the County of 
Westchester to enter into a management agreement (“Agreement” or “Management Agreement”) 
with Benjamin Restaurant Group, LLC  (“BRG” or “Manager”), for the rehabilitation, the 
management and operation of a County owned restaurant building (“Restaurant Building”), 
formerly known as “The Cantina Restaurant,” located at Woodlands Lake, in V.E. Macy Park, 
Irvington, adjacent to the Saw Mill River Parkway, as a modern American grill restaurant, for a 
ten-year term, which term may be extended for an additional ten-year term, upon mutual 
agreement; and 

 WHEREAS, some of the rehabilitation work includes, amongst other things, the complete 
renovation of the Restaurant Building and the purchase and installation of gravel for a new parking 
area at a newly designated area on County property adjacent to Woodland Lake, north of the Great 
Hunger Memorial; and 

WHEREAS, this Board has determined that the rehabilitation work in connection with the 
proposed Management Agreement would constitute an action under Article 8 of the Environmental 
Conservation Law, known as the State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”), requiring 
this Board to comply with the regulations promulgated pursuant to SEQRA; and 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to SEQRA and its implementing regulations (6 NYCRR Part 617), 
this project is classified as an “Unlisted action,” which requires this Board to make a determination 
as to whether the proposed action will have a significant impact on the environment; and 

WHEREAS, the County of Westchester is the only involved agency with discretionary 
authority for this action and, therefore, is assuming the role of Lead Agency; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with SEQRA and its implementing regulations, a Short 
Environmental Assessment Form (“EAF”) has been prepared to assist this Board in its 
environmental assessment of this proposed action; and 

WHEREAS, this Board has carefully considered the proposed action and has reviewed the 
attached EAF and the criteria contained in Section 617.7 of 6 NYCRR Part 617 of the SEQRA 
regulations and has identified the relevant areas of environmental concern as described in the 
attached EAF to determine if the proposed action will have a significant impact upon the 
environment; now, therefore, be it 

 RESOLVED, by the Board of Acquisition and Contract of the County of Westchester, 
State of New York, that based upon this Board’s review of the EAF and for the reasons set forth 
therein, it is determined that there will be no significant adverse impact on the environment from 
the proposed action as described above; and be it further 
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 RESOLVED, that the Secretary of the Board of Acquisition and Contract is authorized 
and directed to sign the Determination of Significance in the attached EAF, which form is made 
a part hereof, as responsible officer in Lead Agency to issue this “Negative Declaration” on behalf 
of this Board pursuant to Article 8 of the Environmental Conservation Law and to immediately 
transmit same to the Commissioner of Planning to be filed, published and made available pursuant 
to the requirements of Part 617 of 6 NYCRR; and be it further 

 RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 
Account to be 
Charged/Credited 

 
 
 

Fund 

 
 

Dept 

Major Program, 
Program & Phase 

Or Unit 

 
Object/ Sub-

Object 

 
Trust 

Account 

 
 

Dollars 

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

 
 
Budget Funding Year(s):          Start Date: End Date: ________ 
(must match resolution 
  
Funding Source              Tax Dollars__________________________ 
                                        State Aid____________________________ 
          Federal Aid__________________________ 
(must match resolution) Other___ _____________________ 
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